[Ignition of the endotracheal tube during CO2 laser therapy of upper airway disorders].
The patient had papillomas in larynx, trachea and the main bronchi and was treated with CO2-laser evaporation under general anaesthesia. He was intubated with a red rubber tube wrapped with aluminum tape and outermost with muslin strips. The muslin was soaked in water before intubation. After using the CO2-laser with 15W for 3-5 s a continuous smoke generation was seen. The muslin strips had glowed away. The fire was immediately extinguished with water and no damage to the airway had occurred.